Fry’s Spring Neighborhood Association

http://avenue.org/fsna

January 10, 2007

Attendees:
Jeanne S. Chase


Phil D. Chase

John Santoski
Beverly Colwell Adams

George Simpson

Becky Sims

Alec Reynolds


Susan Lee Foard

A.K. Wieder

Brooks Pate



Kristen Pate 

Jennifer Billingsly

Leigh Robinson


Frank Robinson

William Tobias

Peter Hedlund


Terri DiCintio

Jess Wenger

Joe Mooney



Jerry Mallory

Chip King

Sharon McCurdy


Chuck McCurdy

Ann Goedde

Stephen Andrews


Paul Beyer


Adrienne Dent

Jack Gwynn

Meeting, Date, and Time

The second Wednesday of each month at the Cherry Avenue Christian Church.  


February and March: New Time: 6:00 p.m. - 7:30 p.m.


Use Front Entrance


Next scheduled meeting: February 14, 2007

Meeting items are timed to end by 7:30 p.m.
New Meeting Time for February and March, 2007


A new meeting time to be tried for February and March of 2007 was discussed.  After a trial period of two months, February and March, the new time would be assessed as to whether or not it helped more folks with family and work obligations to be able to make the meeting at the new time or if the old time of starting at 5:30 p.m. is better for everyone.  Both meeting start times would have the meeting end within an hour and a half so that folks could plan accordingly.  Items for the meetings will continue to be timed in order to stay within the time frame set for the meeting.
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Jefferson Park Avenue Bridge Report - Adrienne Dent and Joe Mooney


Since our last FSNA meeting a letter was sent from Mayor Brown to Mortezza Salehi with VDOT. The letter asked VDOT to review our narrower bridge design and to see if it was possible. There has been no response from VDOT yet. Joe Mooney, Michael Petrus and Adrienne Dent met with Mayor Brown on Monday, Jan. 8, to review the design. Mayor Brown approved of the plan and said that Jim Tolbert and Kevin Lynch had spoken to him positively about our concept of a narrower bridge. Mayor Brown saw value in the design regardless of cost savings and said that he would follow up with a phone call to VDOT. Mayor Brown also suggested that other council members be made aware of the design and that we might alert David Toscano of our efforts for a narrower bridge. 


Joe Mooney will contact Mr. Toscano and Adrienne Dent will contact the remaining council members. 

Huntley Development - Andrea Wieder


Residents of the Fry's Spring Community who have followed the massive Huntley Development since the early planning stages, will have an opportunity to review the newest site plans for this project. Ashley Cooper, the neighborhood planner for the Fry's Spring area, will go over the new site plan revisions and answer questions from us in a meeting set up exclusively for local concerned residents. Please come down to city hall offices on Friday, Jan. 19, 2007, at 10 a.m.


The newest site plan drawings must be preliminarily approved and then re-submitted to the Charlottesville City Planning Commission before work can proceed. Some of the matters that the new site plans should address will be steep slopes, erosion control, storm water run-off, pollution to Moore's Creek and green cover.


Two more meetings on the Huntley Development are also on the calendar: Wednesday, Jan. 31, at 10 a.m., and Feb. 13 with the Planning Commission. The Jan. 31 meeting will most likely be in the city hall offices somewhere - I will follow up on this. It is a preliminary meeting, open to the public. And the Feb. 13 meeting will be with the Planning Commissioners.


So, mark your calendars and please attend all these important meetings. Ask questions. Be heard. Now is the time. 

Biscuit Run - Andrea Wieder

Traffic Study for the Biscuit Run development and the Jan. 9 Charlottesville Planning Commission 5 p.m. meeting.
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Biscuit Run - Andrea Wieder (continued)

The Planning Commission held a meeting prior to their regularly schedule meeting on Tuesday, Jan. 9, to discuss, in part, the traffic study done for the Biscuit Run development.


Jeanie Alexander, the new traffic engineer for the city presented her report – a multi-page summary. A copy of this document is now in hand and I will get copies made next week and hope to have it scanned for the FSNA web site. 


Among the comments overheard were remarks about traffic in the city: how the hope was always that if nothing was done it would either go away as a problem, or solve itself; or that complaints about traffic from citizens just sounded like complaining; or that with regard to the gigantic Biscuit Run development, "we (the city) were at their (the county's/developer's) mercy:" 


Some folks at the meeting objected to that last remark, the one about "being at the mercy". There was talk also about doing a traffic study for Old Lynchburg Road as well as the need to include traffic studies and traffic issues in the comprehensive plan.  There was also some discussion about doing more studies overall of traffic in the city.

Proffers from the developers of Biscuit Run were also alluded to at this meeting. It appears that Jim Tolbert has received a letter about these proffers, and has responded to it. I will try to track down this documentation. 


Four FSNA members attended this meeting. We were the only persons in the room that were members of the public as far as I could determine. 


All the rest were city and other staffers and members of the planning commission. The meeting was chaired by Mr. Lucy; Mr. Jon Fink, the current chief of the planners, was not present.

Cherry/Willard/Cleveland Intersection - Andrea Wieder

The letter that FSNA president wrote and sent to city council on the Cleveland/Cherry/Willard intersection will be scanned for the website shortly. 


The letter was sent mid-November to city council. We have not had the favor of a reply to date. Andrea K. Wieder will follow up.
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Old Lynchburg Road Update

The long awaited, thirty plus years, comprehensive drainage and safety issue work to be addressed on Old Lynchburg Road, as of January 2007, is in the engineering phase of consult and review.  Tony Edwards, City Engineer, anticipates getting in touch with Old Lynchburg Road residents in February of 2007 for the City’s 

“Kick-Off Meeting.”  Following this meeting it is understood because of the variances in the topography of each property that additional conversations with the individual property owners will take place in order to get the maximum understanding of what has been endured over the years.  It will be of benefit for the City to see the problem areas through the eyes of the home owners who have owned property on this road for the longest time periods.  These folks can give information relative to the drainage challenges that have been seen over the course of twenty plus years.  The “younger” group of home owners can, of course, reflect on the time frame in their homes thus far.  We are most appreciative for the time and attention of all who will work on this long awaited project from start to finish.


In addition to the “Safety, Sidewalks, and Drainage” work to be done on Old Lynchburg Road. this residential street is faced with a second major challenge in a high volume of traffic, mostly speeding, using this street as a cut through from and to the County to destinations in and around the City of Charlottesville for work, school, and pleasure.  With a daily average of 5,300 vehicles, study done in February 2006, this street that connects the Fry’s Spring Beach Club on Jefferson Park Avenue and Azalea Park is without sidewalks, is narrow, has blind curves, and has over forty open driveways that open onto the street from the many nearby residences.  Additionally, with the major developments south of Azalea Park the pedestrian and bicycle traffic have increased which try to navigate safely to their destinations.  Without a plan to disperse this traffic in a more equitable manner into and around Charlottesville the volume of traffic is set to intensify and the current unsafe situations on this residential street will continue and will escalate.  The Old Lynchburg Road neighbors, not hearing yet of a plan to address this second major need are offering an idea that will be proposed at the January 16, 2007 City Council meeting by our FSNA President, John Santoski, to close Old Lynchburg Road at Azalea Park at the County line to all motor vehicular traffic. Over ninety percent of the neighbors with Old Lynchburg Road addresses have signed a petition asking for this help in making our street safer.  Pedestrian and bicyclists would continue to use the street as being done currently.  If some sidewalks are added during the “Safety, Sidewalk and Drainage” work to help pedestrians get to JPA and the bus stops located there this would add to the safety of this street as well as help in the comprehensive drainage overhaul.  During the UVA home football games the pedestrian traffic is very heavy and some of these games require nighttime walking.  


Residents of the Fry’s Spring Neighborhood are encouraged to keep informed and to turn out for the City Council meeting at 7:00 p.m. on Tuesday, January 16, 2007, to stand in support of the FSNA proposal and the presentation of the signed petition as a plan offered to deal with the huge volume of mostly speeding traffic that is being allowed unabated and not dispersed fairly into and around Charlottesville.  
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Old Lynchburg Road Update (continued)
Because of the huge amount of development just south of Azalea Park in the County, the Fry’s Spring Neighborhood is seeing its residential streets being “maxed out” as well as by the traffic generated by the University of Virginia.  A plan is needed.  “Enough is enough!”  (If we do the same things the same way we get the same results.)

Speed Humps


It was suggested to ask Ashley Cooper if more contrast with painting the speed humps could be done for nighttime help in seeing them.  Terri DiCintio said that she would follow this up.  Terri also shared that the fourth traffic hump on Robertson would have to go back to the balloting process for installation.  The temporary speed humps now on the street would not be made permanent until Spring.  Terri also explained that the Bulbouts for Highland are in the design process phase.

Web site, http://avenue.org/fsna, Updated and Revitalized

Peter Hedlund has added some new dimensions to the Web site and continues to make it very user friendly and up to date.  This is one site that is a must for weekly checks...if not, daily!  The new, complete calendar is now posted as there are many upcoming meetings to be aware of for keeping current with the issues affecting our neighborhood of Fry’s Spring. Because the decisions being made by the Albemarle Planning Commission directly affect FSNA it is also recommended that this is also a good meeting to speak to issues as well as to gather information that affect our neighborhood.  Chairperson, Marcia Joseph, encourages input and sheets are available for sign-up.  As with City Council, there is a three minute limit for each speaker.

Respectfully submitted,

Jeanne S. Chase

Secretary, FSNA

Final Copy of January 10, 2007 Minutes

January 17, 2007

